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The prevention and control of health care 
associated infections has become a priority.  
Surveillance and monitoring of these infections 
is key to their control - we need to be able to 
consistently and accurately measure them if we are 
to assess progress in their control.

Maintaining successful features of standard 
systems, adopting alternate surveillance 
approaches, taking advantage of new technologies, 
and translating surveillance data into relevant 
information for the front line staff will make 
health care infection surveillance a more effective 
tool for prevention.

At this conference, participants will gain further 
knowledge on topics such as best practices for 
surveillance of health care associated infections in 
patient and resident populations, the Antimicrobial 
Stewardship Program, a partnership program with 
Public Health Ontario (PHO) and the Ontario 
Hospital Association (OHA), and how to most 
effectively use resources.

Target Audience

This conference targets health care professionals 
in the areas of Infection Control, Public Health, 
Epidemiology, Research, RICNs and Long-Term 
Care, including CEOs, Senior Administrators, 
Occupational Health and Safety personnel, Hospital 
Planners, Nurses, Educators, Human Resources 
personnel, frontline staff, Environmental Services 
Managers and employees of CCACs.

Archived Webcast 

For those unable to attend the conference in person, 
the OHA will be capturing the complete proceedings 
(slides and video) for purchase following the 
conference. The cost to purchase access to the archive 
is $499. This will provide unlimited access to the 
program for a minimum of six months. 

To purchase access from our online store, please click 
here.  

For more information on the webcast, contact 
Candace Simas at csimas@oha.com.

http://www.oha.com/KnowledgeCentre/Store/Pages/Webcasts.aspx
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Agenda

8:30 am 
Registration and Continental Breakfast

9:00 am
Welcoming Remarks
Chair: Inez Landry
Director, Infection Prevention & Control, Occupational Health and 
Safety 
Queensway Carleton Hospital
Past Chair 
Infection Control Ontario

9:05 am
Introduction to Provincial Infectious Diseases Advisory 
Committee (PIDAC): Best Practices for Surveillance of 
Health Care Associated Infections in Patient and Resident 
Populations

At the end of this session you will be able to:

• Understand the impact of health care acquired 			 
	 infections. 

• Describe the step by step process for establishing a 			 
surveillance program in a health care setting.

• Identify the most common types of infections measured 		
in health care surveillance.
Sandra Callery 
Chair, PIDAC Surveillance Committee
Director, Infection Prevention & Control
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre

9:35 am
Case Study and Outbreak Detection of Respiratory and 
Gastrointestinal Infection Surveillance
Dr. Allison McGeer
Director, Infection Control
Mount Sinai Hospital

10:20 am
Networking Break

10:35 am
Antimicrobial Stewardship Program
Dr. Doug Sider 
Acting Director, Infectious Disease Prevention and Control
Public Health Ontario

11:20 am
Case Study: Antibiotic Resistant Organisms Surveillance 
(i.e. ARO, MRSA)
Dr. Allison McGeer 

12:00 pm
Lunch

1:00 pm
The Dirt on Surveillance in  Construction and Renovation

• The impact of the built design on healthcare associated 		
	 infections

• Environmental pathogens - a look at how they impact 			 
construction projects: past and present

• Conducting Surveillance: The five W’s and How
Barbara Shea
Infection Prevention and Control Consultant
Public Health Ontario, Regional Infection Control 
Network – Central East

1:45 pm
Clostridium difficile Infection (CDI) Surveillance in the 
Era of Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) Testing 

• Planning and performing PCR testing for Clostridium 		
	 difficile 

• PCR testing considerations for Clostridium difficile 			 
surveillance

• Understanding PCR testing for Clostridium difficile and 		
	 interpretation of results in a clinical setting

• Challenges and benefits of PCR testing - one 				 
hospital’s experience
Dr. Mary Vearncombe
Medical Director, Infection, Prevention & Control
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre 
Dr. Susan M. Poutanen 
Microbiologist & Infectious Disease Physician 
University Health Network & Mount Sinai Hospital
Assistant Professor, Departments of Laboratory Medicine and 
Pathobiology & Medicine
University of Toronto

2:45 pm
Networking Break

3:00 pm
Case Study: Antibiotic Resistant Organisms Surveillance 
(i.e. NDM-1)
Dr. Mary Vearncombe

3:30 pm
Protecting Your Best Resource: Preventing Occupational 
Infections

This presentation will:

• Provide an overview of the Ministry of Labour’s 			 
	 strategies to promote safe workplaces in the province

• Emphasize key features of the occupational health and 		
	 safety legislation protecting workers from infections

• Highlight issues related to infection prevention and 			 
control that are assessed during an inspection

• Provide information regarding the Ministry’s enhanced 		
	 enforcement activities
Craig Lawrie 
Infection Control Consultant, Eastern and Central Regions
Ontario Ministry of Labour

4:15 pm
Wrap up and Adjournment
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Registration
Registration will take place Wednesday, February 1, 2012 at 
8:30am at the Marriott Courtyard Toronto Downtown, Toronto. 

Space is not guaranteed, unless payment is received 
prior to the event.

Registration Fee
$499.00 + HST $64.87 = Total $563.87

Discount Policy
If more than one full registration is received from the same 
organization, a 15% discount (+13% HST) will apply to each 
additional registration received. The first registrant must pay 
the full registration fee. All group registrations must be received 
at the same time. This discount is not valid with other program 
promotions.

Cancellation Policy
Notice of cancellation must be provided in writing 3 days prior 
to the date of the program. A 50% administration fee will apply 
to all refunds. Registrants who fail to attend the program or 
cancel after the deadline date shall be liable for the entire fee. 
Substitutions are welcome. The Ontario Hospital Association 
reserves the right to cancel or reschedule a program. 

Accommodation
If you require accommodations, please contact Marriott 
reservations at 1-800-847-5075. Please be sure to indicate that you 
are attending the OHA conference to secure a special room rate 
of $139 for single/double occupancy. Be sure to make your hotel 
reservation before Janaury 3, 2012, as accommodations for that 
time period are filling up quickly.

If you require extra assistance or have special requirements, please let us 
know when registering for the conference to ensure we can accommodate 
them.

Three Easy Ways to Register...
1. Online: www.oha.com/conferences

2. Fax: 416-205-1340

3. Mail: If paying with a cheque, complete the form and mail 
together with payment no later than January 18, 2012 to:

EP 141 Hospital Associated Infection Surveillance: Tools and 
Strategies 
Educational Services Division 
Ontario Hospital Association 
200 Front Street West, Suite 2800 
Toronto, Ontario  M5V 3L1

For additional program information and questions, please 
contact Amanda Nilsson at 416-205-1534 (local), 
1-800-598-8002 ext. 1534 (toll-free), or anilsson@oha.com.

Registration Form

 Miss            Mrs.            Ms.            Mr.            Dr.

First Name: 

Last Name: 

Position: 

Organization: 

Address: 

Phone No: 	 Ext:

Email Address: 

*To be used for registration confirmations and program material.

Emergency Contact Information (if different from above)

Please indicate your emergency contact information below. We will contact 
you in case of an emergency, i.e. program cancellation, etc. The information 
will be kept in confidence.

Emergency Contact Number: 

Emergency Contact Email: 

Payment Method

 Cheque     VISA/MasterCard/American Express

If paying by cheque, please make cheque payable to  
Ontario Hospital Association.

Registration Fee:  $ 	 + 13% HST:  $ 

 = Total:  $ 

If paying by credit card, please provide the following information.

Name of Cardholder: 

VISA/MasterCard/AMEX No: 

Expiry Date: 

Signature:  

HST Registration #: 10779 7961 RT0001

# Street City

Prov/State Postal/ZIP


