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October 31, 2007

Dear Campaign Coordinator,

Did you know that last year in our region, only 56 percent of health-care workers in acute-care settings got vaccinated against influenza? In long-term care facilities the rate jumps to 80 percent—but that’s still one in five who are not getting vaccinated.

Like you, we believe everyone who works in the health-care sector should get a flu shot. Research shows that not only is it safe, it’s the single most effective action someone can take to prevent influenza infection and transmission. 

To help you encourage your staff to get a flu shot, the Champlain Infection Control Network has prepared this Influenza Vaccination Campaign Toolkit full of support materials and ideas just for you.

The promotional kit contains two types of materials: 

i) printed materials that are enclosed with this package, and 

ii) electronic files you can download from the website at http://ricn.on.ca/toolkit.

Here’s what’s enclosed:

1. Posters 

There are four posters, all of them aimed at health-care professionals, especially nurses and doctors. They are available in two sizes (12” x 18” and 8.5” x 14”). Post them in staff lounges, close to nursing stations, employee-only areas—anywhere there is good visibility. 

2. Brochures

Stuff them in pay envelopes or other mailings (see #6 Letters below), hand them out at events—there are lots of uses for this informative, health-promotion brochure.

3. Buttons 

Hand them out after vaccinations—it’s a great way for health-care professionals to promote the flu-shot campaign among themselves and to share their pride in being vaccinated. Have clinic staff wear them while giving the vaccinations.

And here’s what you’ll find on the website:

4. Print advertisements

These are half-page (8.5” x 5.5”), black and white advertisements based on the posters. They are provided in high-resolution PDF format, which means they are ready to download and use. (No fussing with layouts, text or anything else.) 

Simply crop them to the correct size, insert them into your newsletter, print them and distribute them to staff.
5.
Articles for employee newsletter 

5. Using quotes from respected medical professionals in our area, these articles remind health-care workers that, by not getting a flu shot, they put themselves, their friends and families and their patients at risk. The articles are available in three different lengths. Choose the one that’s right for your newsletter.
6. Letters 
With the exception of speaking to them individually, there is no better way to communicate with your staff than through a personalized letter. Online, you will find two letters, one written for doctors and one written for nurses and other health-care professionals. 

If you have the capability, we recommend that you personalize the letter using the MS Word “mail merge” function and your employee database.

6. The letters have been formatted on special MS Word campaign letterhead that you can customize for your organization. Simply open the header/footer area (View header and footer) and insert a black-and-white copy of your organization’s logo at the bottom right. Then do a data merge, print and mail. 

PowerPoint presentation 

7. Need to make the case for getting the flu shot? We have developed a benefit-driven, self-contained PowerPoint presentation that will help you. 

News release

Here’s a great way to spread the word. Take the news release we’ve prepared, customize it as needed, add your contact information and send it to your local media.

It’s an all-out push this year to drive up the number of health-care professionals in the Champlain LHIN who get vaccinated. Please use this material in the way you think it will be most effective in your area. If you have any questions or need more material, please call.

Thanks for your assistance with this. With your help, I know that we can have a major impact on keeping ourselves, our families and our patients healthier this year!

Sincerely,

	Colette Ouellet

Network Coordinator 
Champlain Infection Control Network 
751 Parkdale Ave, Suite 1406 
Ottawa, ON   K1Y 1J7 
	Tel.: 613-761-4833 
Toll free:  1-866-833-8868 
Fax: 613-761-4917 
couellet@cicn-rcic.on.ca


P.S.
This is our first year with this new campaign. We really appreciate you being involved and helping to set a new standard. And your family, friends, colleagues and patients thank you for it!


