News Release

For immediate release
Low flu-vaccination rates among health-care workers 
in (area) has authorities worried
(Municipality) (Date) — Despite significant evidence of its effectiveness, doctors, nurses and other health-care professionals in (area) often do not get the flu shot, a fact that has officials at (name of organization) taking action. 
“In this region, for example, although 80 percent of the staff at long-term care facilities gets the flu shot, the rate drops to only about 56 percent at acute-care facilities in our region,” says (name of spokesperson). “That’s very troublesome.”
The very nature of a health-care worker’s job—helping those who are sick—places these people at a greater risk for contracting influenza, (he/she) says.
Given that increased risk, it’s a mystery why more health-care workers aren’t protecting themselves and the ones they care about—their patients and their families and friends—from this potentially deadly virus. 
(Name of spokesperson) says it’s particularly important to reduce the spread of infection from high-risk areas, such as hospitals. Vaccinating the health-care professionals who work there, (he/she says) is one of the most effective ways we can do that.

Whether you work in health care or not, everyone should get the flu shot, even those who claim they never get sick, (name of spokesperson) says. “You can be contagious for up to 24 hours before exhibiting symptoms, and some people never show any symptoms at all,” (he/she says). “That means it’s possible to spread the virus unknowingly.”
(Name of organization) is currently conducting an extensive awareness campaign to encourage staff to get vaccinated, and (name of spokesperson) says the public can also help by getting vaccinated themselves and raising the issue with their doctors. 

“Ask your doctor, or the nurse who’s taking care of the patient you’re visiting, if they’ve had their flu shot. Let them know it’s important to you.” 
“Many people don’t realize that influenza can cause serious, life-threatening illness, not only among the elderly and those with other illnesses, but also among healthy adults and children. Getting the flu shot is a very easy and effective way to reduce that risk.”
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